"What does it mean to imitate Christ?" 
Acts 9:36-43 

Principle: A Christian is a follower of Christ. 

Talmidim - A disciple or student who dedicates himself to learning a Rabbi's understanding of scripture 
and his way of living it out. 

"A student (disciple) is not above his teacher (Rabbi), but everyone who is fully trained will be like his 
teacher." Luke 6:40 

"Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They 
were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus Called them, and immediately they 
left the boat and their father followed him." Matthew 4:21,22 

Principle: A good Christian is basically a good imitator of the life of Christ. 

"In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach." Acts 1:1 

"Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ." 1 Corinthians 11:1 

"To this you were called because Christ suffered for you leaving, you an example that you should follow 
in his steps." 1 Peter 2:21 

What does it mean to imitate Christ? 

1. We are called to love as Christ loved. 

"Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love just as Christ loved 
us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God." Ephesians 5:1, 2 

"But to you who are listening I say: Love you enemies, do good to those who hate you." Luke 
6:27 

"Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is 
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my 
friends, but leave from for God's wrath, for it is written: 'It is mine to avenge; I will repay,' says 
the Lord. On the contrary: 'If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink.'" Romans 12:17-20 

2. We are called to minister as Jesus ministered. 
How do we minister as Jesus ministered? 

By preaching the gospel 

"When they had testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord, Peter and John returned to 
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages." Acts 8:25 

By reaching out to those in need 



"In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was 
always doing good and helping the poor." Acts 9:36 

"You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John preached - how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, 
and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, 
because God was with him." Acts 10:37-38 

By praying for the sick 

"As Peter traveled about the country; he went to visit the saints in Lydda. There he found a 
man named Aeneas, a paralytic who had been bedridden for eight years. "Aeneas," Peter 
said to him, "Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and take care of your mat." Immediately 
Aeneas got up." Acts 9:32-34 

"I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever 
you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for 
anything in my name, and I will do it." John 14:12-14 



